
 

“DO YOU WANT TO BE WELL?” 
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for the Fourth Week in Lent related the 

healing by Jesus of the man who had been ill 

for 38 years (John 5:1-16). The Lord had 

met him in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate where it had 

been said an angel would occasionally stir up the waters 

of a pool there (Bethesda) and whoever dipped in the 

waters irst would be healed. There had been, we’re told 

by the evangelist, a large number of ill, blind, lame, and 

crippled gathered around. It might be reasonable to 

believe that most people on their way to the temple for 

the feast they were celebrating chose some other gate to 

enter into the city; the wretchedness that lay there 

would have been hard to bear. Only those in a hurry 

would have passed through the ive porticoes at the 

entrance.   

     Except for Jesus. He is not always consistent when it 

comes to his timetable. In last Sunday’s gospel, he and 

his disciples pass through Samaria, an unfriendly land 

and an unwelcoming people, because it was the quickest 

way to Jerusalem for whatever feast they were marking 

at the time. Many Jews might have taken other routes, 

less convenient but more comfortable. Did Jesus lead his 

disciples that way expressly to meet the Samaritan 

woman by Jacob’s well? He did know her and all about 

her life, as she exclaimed to the other Samaritans. Was it 

haste or the Holy Spirit that took them on that path?   

     In today’s gospel, St. John writes, Jesus learns that his 

friend Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, is sick 

unto death. Nevertheless, he tarries, spending two days 

where he was apparently unconcerned. Why becomes 

clear when he reveals that Lazarus had died already and 

that his delay was for their faith. As with the Samaritans, 

the moment did not determine his intentions; he shows 

his mastery over time which we’ve come to learn (ask 

Einstein!) is intrinsic to our created reality. 

     So it is with the man who had been ill for 38 years. 

Our Lord, who had known when the Samaritan woman 

of uncertain repute would be coming to get water at the 

well, and who had known that Lazarus would die, must 

have meant to ind the man who hopelessly longed to be 

free from being sick.   

     Yet, the cure, which needed merely a word from Jesus 

(“Take up your mat. Walk.”), required an answer to 

Jesus’s question: “Do you want to be well?” “Of course he 

wants to be well!” we would likely respond if we were 

amongst the disciples. It is not impossible to imagine 

some instances when people might choose sickness over 

health. Today, men and women ind themselves in the 

throes of alcoholism and addictions which render them 

powerless to choose a way out. So also, some who grieve 

descend into mental illness from which they prefer not 

to be delivered (to mourn is to hold on to their loved 

one’s memory).   

     Might we think Jesus’s question - Do you want to be 

well? - meaningful and timely for us in this penitential 

season. Whether we heard the words “Turn away from 

sin…” or “Repent…” or “Remember you are dust…” on 

Ash Wednesday, the practices of Lent propose to us 

remedies for the sin that has sickened the human race 

since the very irst Sin and asks the question, “Do you 

want to be well?” There is nothing humankind holds on 

to more tenaciously than its attraction to sin. In that we 

express a desire to be forever unwell.  

     St. Paul captures the irony of our predicament when 

he wrote in Romans 7:15-24: “What I do, I do not 

understand. For I do not do what I want, but I do what I 

hate…. For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I 

do not want… Miserable one that I am! Who will deliver 

me from this mortal body?” We must irst will good 

health for our souls before Jesus can heal us of what is so 

troubling. He surely asks us the same question, here and 

now, and he has sought us out in this precise moment 

which is every bit as opportune as it was for the sick 

man, the Samaritan woman, and Lazarus! 


